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Dizcovering My Ministry
ey Points —\Weeks 1/2

At Victory we belizve that in ministry It's easier to discover your
function follows forrm gift through ministry than
» In architacture it's the gpposite to discovear your ministry
» What God made you to be detarmines the througn your gift...

function you are to have

Our undarstanding of our Spiritual Giits is critical to detarmining our S.HL.A.P.E.
Soiritual Gift Qvarviaw

What are they?, How do you get them? When do you get them? What do you use them {or?
The purpose of Spiritual Gifts
Flow do you discover your giits — gat STARTad!

Study, Trial & Error, Analysis, Response from Others,. Training

Your willingneass to serv

whearavear you are neadad |
ademonstration of you
maturity...
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Dizcovering My Ministry

Week 3 Kay Thougnts: rleart and Abilities
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FHleart — Pr ovarbs ’)7:12) “As water reflects
reflacts the man.

Your “Heart” is the real you -- What do you love to do?

Abilities: 1 Corinthians 10:31 “So whathar you 2at or drink or whatavear
you do, do it all for tha glory of God.

Rameamber, you are the onlv narson on earth who can use your abilities

rsonality
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.

This Weak: Plugging in your Per
and Examining Your £xpearianc
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Dizcovering My Ministry
Plugging in your Parsonality

[T

Your Parsonality is a critical componeant of your S.rLA.P.
In the box on your sheet write your name
In the box below that, write your name with the opposite hand
How does it l[ook? Can you read it? What happenad?
When you tried to do something that was unnatural to you thrae things were true:
You feit uncorniortable

It tooK aextra time and effort
You still did a lousy job

So what doas this teach us?




Dizcovering My Ministry
Plugging in your Parsonality

The same thing is trug whnen we try to minister in areas that are not
suitad for our parsonality!
YOJ re going to feel uncomiortable

t's going to take a lot of extra time and effort
(OJ will still do a lousy job at it

Im

That's why personality is such an important part of your S.HLA.LP.

God has wirad your tempearameant in a unique way -- which is an important factor
to matching you to the right ministry

God didn’t use a cookie cutter to stamp us out in a process of uniformity -- Loox
around -- He loves variety! We naad opposites to balance the Church

Example: Taxe two individuals, both with the gift of
administration. Assume that they both have a heart
to WorK with teenagers -- but one is vary outgoing
and the other is introverted

Do you think they will have the same ministry?
Will they be hapoy if their personality isn’t 2
factor in their ministry selaction?



Dizcovering My Ministry
Plugging in your Parsonality

Many paople do not exparienca ministry satisfaction bacausa whnat thay
are doing is inconsistant with their parsonality.

S0 how do you factor in your parsonality? Find out morea about it!
Parsonality tests are an excellent way to discover more about your parsonality

There are many difierent tests, but for the purpose of this class we are going to
axamine five different aspects of your pearsonality.

~

Extroverted / Introverted

Thinker / Feeler

routine / Variety

Self-Controlled / Self-Expressive
Cooperative [ Competitive

Some points to consider:

Be honest with yourself as you evaluate your
nersonality -- the real you, not who you want to be...
There are no right or wrong answers

There is no ideal parsonality type

We all exhibit both types of behaviors, but we do
have a natural inclination to one or the other...



Dizcovering My Ministry
Plugging in your Parsonality

Extrovertad [ Introvertad
This Is not the same as outgoing / shy -- it's where do you get your energy from.
What charges you up, what drains you?
If you are energized by being with people, you are an extrovert. If being with people
drains you, you are an introvert,

What recharges you? If being alone recharges you, you need to mark yourself
towards introvert, If you can’t stand to be alone, marx yourseif towards extrovert

Thinker [ Fealer

How do you make decisions? If you like to have all of the facts before making a
decision (typically) you are more of a thinkear. If you rely more on your intuition or
"gut” feeling, you are more of a feeler.

If you are a fzeler it does not meaan you naver think, and if you are a thinker it does
Nnot meaan you navear use your instincts to make a dacision. But you do have a
natural preference...



Dizcovering My Ministry
Plugging in your Parsonality

rRoutine / Variaty

What type of mms do you prefer? You you like tasks that are predictable, you are
more routine. You like getting into a routing, doing the same things over and over.,

A routine person fzels that predictability is more effective, more efficient.  You know
what to do and how to do it,

Some of you may not like that at all -- it's boring to you. You like variety, something
new all the time. You welcome the unpredictable. You like every day to be different.

Self-Controlled / Self-Exprassive
Do you tend to express yourself openly, or do you like to stay in control of your
fzelings, your emotions?

Self-Expressive people tend to let you know how they fzel at all times -- they let it all
hang out... _ _ _
Again, this is not the same as outgoing / shy.

Ministry Parsonality Example

A routine ministry 'would be teaching aweekly Sunday
school class. Same time, same class each week.

(T.‘

A more unpredictable ministry would be one that offers

crisis counseling -- you never know when it will be
neadead.



Dizcovering My Ministry
Plugging in your Parsonality

Cooperative [ Competitive

How do you relate to other people? Some people are born competitors -- it's just not fun
unless theara’s competition. It's not fun unless thare’s a goal and somebody alse is trying

to reach it too.

Other people hate competition, they like to work with other people and cooperate. They
like us all to do the same thing in the same way. They do not need to have a goal to
have fun.

Most of us can think of situations where we like to win, and others where itis just fun to
participate. But you do have a preference. ..

[T

rlopafully you can now sae the importance of parsonality in your S.rlLA.P.

You may find it useful to review your selections with others that know you well
This is also a good tool to help you undarstand your relationships

It’s now time to 2xaminea your sxparienceas



Dizcovering My Ministry
EXAMINING your Expearienceas

One of the most overlooxad factors in datarmining your rministry is your
nast axpearienceas:
at i

*And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him,
Wwho have been called according to his purpose” - Romans 8:23
Notice that it doesn’t say that all things are good -- It says that in all things God
WOrKs” -- aven in bad things!

The important thing to remamber is that God never wastes an experience -- even
bad experiences

Particularly “vad” experiences:

“Now |want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me nhas really
sarved to advance the gospel” - Philippians 1:12

Paul was in jail when he wrote this, and he goe on to relate that he has been able
to use the opportunity to witness to the palace personnel, and that his imprisonment
has emboldenad other Cnrlsturb to preach the word of God

2 Corinthians 1:3-4 -- “Praise ba to God ... who
comforts us in all of our troubles, so that wea can
comfort those in any troubles with the comfort
wea oursalves havea raceivad from God”



Th

Discovering My Ministry
Examining your Experiences
12ra ara four major typeas of axpeariencas to axamine;

Spiritual experiences
These are your meaningful decision times with God -- whan you f2it closest 1o Him
Write down the times with God that have meant the most (o you. Your baptism, your commitmant 1o Chirist, a
devotional time with your family, a Church waekend

Painful experiences
2 Corinthians 1:4 - “who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble
with the comfort we ourselves have received from God.”
Problams, hurts, and trials that have taught you. You need (o be willing to share these to be effective in
ministry. God wants you 1o use them 1o help othars

Educational experiences
Proverbs 4:13 -- “ Take fast hold of instruction; let [har] not go: keep her; for she [is] thy life.”
Write down wheare you went 1o schogl -- what were your favonte subjects? What did you really like in school?

Ministry experiences

o 2 Corinthians 9:13 -- *Because of the sarvice by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise

God for the obedignce that accompanies your "Onft;‘SSIOH of the gospel of Christ, and for your
genargsity in sharing with them and with everyone glse.”
List your ministry expeariences 1o date (if any). Which ones du you enjoy, and which ones did you not enjoy?

God wants us to use all of our experiences, avean
our painful ones, to help others.

Wouldn’t you have liked alittle help in your time
of nead from someaonea who really understands?
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Dizcovering My Ministry
Your Ministry i1s determinead by your S.rlLA.P.

11

You nhave just finishead discovering your unique S.rFlLA.P.E. for ministry

S - Spiritual Gifts

H - Monitoring your Heartbaat
A - Aoolying your Abilities

P - Plugging in your Parsonality
£ - EXAMINIng your Expariences

T

Now it is up to you to do someathing about it!
Study these areas. Complete and raview the tools we have reviewead today:
Soiritual Gift summary
Deatarmining your haart with the Soiritual EKG
RrRaview your personality profile. examing your experiences

Makea an appointmeant to raview your profile with a Ministry Guide
Start serving!

inal Raviaw Time!



Dizcovering My Ministry
rHeviaw

bout Ministry

Salvation in Jesus Christ automatically includes a call to ministry

Every believer is created, saved, called, gifted, authorized, and commanded to
minister

runction follows form in ministry -- How God made you determines what rle
intends for you to do — discover your SHAPE!

God has given all His children gifts that can be usaed and develovead for ministry --
and averyonais 2" 10" in some area

We beliave that it is better to discover your gifts through ministry instead of first
discovering your gifts

The evidence of the right match between your
SHAPE and your ministry is fruitfulness and

fulfillment



Dizcovering My Ministry

RRaviaw

[t}

What we believe about the Body of Christ
God intends for ministry to be performead through the contaext of the church

The Holy Spirit has provided the church body with all of the soiritually gifted
neople needed to do everything rle wants us to do.
Our tasx is to discover, enlist, train, and support thesea paople in ministry

We believe that mobilization of @very member as a minister is a kay to balanceac
growth of the church

We have unity without uniformity — diversity in ministry illustrates the unique
giftedness of individuals

We believe that you become what you are committed to. Therefore, we encourage
growth in commitment to Christ and His Church



Dizcovering My Ministry
Raviaw

What we beliave about “Performancea”

We encourage creativity and innovation in ministry, which assumes mistaxes will
be made

There are no “failures” in ministry, only experiments that didn’t work

A failed project does not mean a failed person —right person, wrong ministry

Ministries do have “life-cycles”
If 2 ministry isn’t meeting a need any longer it should be stoppead
Sacred cows make great hamburger!

Your primary ministry commitmeant should be in the area you are giftad, and you
also need to continue to serve in any other area of the body where you are needed
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Reviaw
Thea *enemias” of a commitmeant to ministry
Fear —“Maybe | can’t do it”
2 Corinthians 12:9-10 —*And He said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is
made perfect in weakness." Therefore most gladly | will rather boast in my infirmities, that the
nower of Christ may rest upon me. Therefore | take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in

neads, in persecutions, in distresses, for Christd saxe. For when | am weax, then | am strong.

1 John 4:4 ="*You are of God, little childran, and have ovarcome tham, bacausa Hea who is in
you is greater than he who is in the world. *

Philippians 1:6 —"being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you
will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ; ™

Philippians 4:13 =" can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.

Secular Values —“The world”
Time, prigrities, “success” -- Ezra in Babylon

Time for 2 Praviaw of tha Qoportunities..,



Dizcovering My Ministry
Praviewing the Opportuniiies

The Ministry Guide Tab contains a sumrmary of V8C ministries

Some of you are already involvad in ministry -- and you nead to ask yourself a
queastion:

Is your current ministry the primary ministry you are shaped for, or is it &
secondary rnlrnqtry that you will continue serving bacause you have a heart to
serve and you're willing to help?

How do you know if it’s your primary ministry?

Does it utilize your Spiritual gifts?

Does it reflect your haart?

Does it allow your personality to show through as who you are?

Does it utilize your abilities

Does it capitalize on your experiences?
Ask yourseif “Is my ministry being affirmead, are you being fruitful, are you seeing

resuits, are you fulfilled?”

The VBC ministry guide is organized so that you
can cross reference your Spiritual gifts, your
abilities, and your personality to see which
ministries may be a good fit,

Remember, these are only suggestions -- you can
find applications of your individual S.HL.A.P.E. In
any ministry.
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Clozing Thougnts...

Psalm 37:

S...‘
_U'_'I

*Commit your way to tha Lord, Trust also in rlim, And rle shall
oring it to pass. “

©

roveros 16:3

“*Commit your works to the Lord, And your thougnts will be
astaplished. *

Life is worth nothing unless | u

I sa it for doing the work
assignad me by Lo

|t
d Jesuys”



